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Sémers Falkinburge was the ninth and last child of John and Hary
Falkinburge. Hls birth was the only one of the nine children not to
be recorded. The best guess at his birth date would be between 1780
and 1735. He was certainly alive in 1787. Unfortunately the cnly
census enumeration he has besen located on (1230 Federal Census of
Cape May County,N.J.) does not indicate his age bracket, However
hig wife was posted in the of 40 but under 50 years of age brackst,

In 1785 he left Littls & Harbor Tﬂwn#hii and removed with his
family to Warrington Monthly Meeting at York County, Pennsvlvania,
Ho record of him has been uncovered regerding his years in Pennsyl-
vanlia. ;

In 1306 he returned to New Jersey. He was follewlng in the heels
of his brother Joseph and siater Talitha who had returnsd separately
in the 1790's, Somers jolned his brother and sister at Dennis Craek,
Cape May County where Joseph was a successful tailor, merchant ard
politician. Joseph's enterprises were well under way by this time
and it may well have been at his behest that Zomers came to Dennis
Creek to help his bBrother manige soms of these venutres. Somers too
wif @ tailer snd the records indicate that he was engaged in that
work frem the time of his arrival. It would be fairly =safe to con-
olude that he took over managiment of Joseph's tailoring business.

Aside from his tailoring, Somers Palkinb waa pretty much of
a "jack-of-all-trades.” He hoopad barrels, ahed horzes, set wagor
tilras, etc. He was able to perfore most any task that needed to be
Jdone, In lleu of money, he often paid his debts by performing aoma
gervica, In 1815 the Dennis Cresk South Branch Meadow Company began
conatruction of a sluice acress the ereok. The day book of that
eriterprise states that Somers Falkinburpe was hired to halp in ihe
sluice construetion at the rate of $1,50 per day.

Aeared in a family and community of Frienda, Palkinburge was a
Iree thinker by the time he arrived at Dennis Creek. He was single
then end fancled quarta of rum, pints of beer, and cidsr. He was &
spoker too. His foct-loose life 8tyle appears to have come to un
abrupt halt when he married EZlizabeth Sullivan in 1809. He continued
to hunt with his shot gun, but his sseicl habita became confined to
an occaslonal quart of gin or brandy; though these were few and far
between. Tea and coffee became the standard beverages of the Somers
Falkinburge household.

He performed his militia service and was a meémber of the lst Regi-
ment - Cape May. The nrgani::tinn was active until 1835, Falkinturge
%05 appointed captain of the lst battal’ on light infantry on April
9, 1816 and received his commission on May 20th. The ledger book aof
Jonethan Johnson, storekeeper, mentions that Falkinburge was given a
militia flne in 1822 of $2.00, Pines were levied for nonattendance
&3 oppised to exemptions which were Purchased for a fee of £5.00,

(1)




fff;cnﬂrﬁtng to the "Palkinburg file® st the Caps May County Histor-
ical an:é Gensalogical Society, Somers Falkinburge wrote a letter o
his sisters and brother in care of his sister Mra., Hannah Halre dalsd
September 26, 1825. Hannah (Susanna) moved to Centre County, Fenneyl-
vania in 1812. Hannah married Joseph Haire a veteran of the Revolution.
Judith married Jesse Willlams and also moved to Centre County in 1812.
Tudith cay have diad in 1825.The letter previously mentioned, was zent
from Dernis Creek. The letter is no longer on file with he soclety
and 1tz contents are unkown. An inquiry to the Centre County Histeri-
cal Society would probably shed some light on these branches of the

family.

In the early 1800's Dennis Township was part of HpE:r Township. The
1804 tax ratables Tor that township show Somera Falkinburge for the
firet tine. At that time he was a singleman. The following year's rac-
ables he was listed as being single and owning a horse, The 1809 rnd
1910 ratables show him as & house holder and owning ocne head of caltlz.
lis marralge was recorded in the County Clerk's book of marraiges ful
fnpa May.

Regarding his tailoring, this s borne out in the Mathaniel Holmcs
flay Book on file at Alexander Library, Putgers Unlversity, Special
tollectisns. Information sbout hls other occupations was der viad Trom
humerous sources, primarily ledger and day books from Hathaniel lisloas,
Jornathan Johnson, Dennis Creek Storc#®, Or. John Dickinson and Do,
Maurice Jeesley. Hia military informatlon came from Stewens' §ilatcly
of Cape May County.

The Scosers Falkirhurge House and Lot are referred tu several tl .
in thosa documents pertaining to the will and dividion of the esteis
of Jozeph Falkinborge.

Most of the early Falkinburgs at cne time or another were referred

e

ta hy the surname Fortenberry or some similar spelling. The taf puld-
nwles for varlous townships make this designation. Aroiad 1E92 vt
thereafter a Tamily of Fortenberrzy's settled at Texas. A David ot
enberry fought the native Americans and helped his tovn defend irsalr
frem an attemptad massacre, I know that Somers west in 1537 and a
shesk of census indexes for the states of tha unicn do not shew kis
or his family in 1840 or thereafter. llgwaver the lack of any snurit-
ation does not mean anything. A examination of Texas reeords cena i
some depth would probably reveal ceme enllghtening information.

I intend to make coples of and depesit all my notes regarding Somars
Falkinburge, with the Cape kay Hlstorical and Genealogical Sociely. If
deaired, I will do the same for the Ocean County Hiatorical & Genealo-

gEleal Scelety.

*This store ls belisved to be Joseph Falklshurge's stcia ol L
l..'.]




jxg;mﬁrﬂ Falkinburge and Zlirabeth Sullivan were married by Shagmar
dewitt at Cape May on April 23, 1809. Elizabeth Sullivan 13 belisved
to have come from Cumbsrland County, New Jersey. She was borm betwoen
1781 and 1790. The records of Fhiladelphia Conference (Methodist) for
Dennis Creek No.J) mention the name of Eliza Falkinburg a3 a meabsr in
1835-36, Somers 'and Elizabeth Falkinburge were the parents of four
sons and three daughters. Thelr names ars unrecorded. Somers and his
entire family left Cape May County and went west in the summer of
1837. I am of the opinion that they went to Texas and settled theras.

In 1813 Joseph Falkinburge and Samuel Laysock purchased the Jeremish
Tudlam tract of 769 acres he inning at Sluice Creek and running along
presentday Delsea Drive and continuing to South Dennis, Faliinburga
bought out Laycock's share in 1817. From that large tract of land tka
elder Falkinburge set off ona acre two quarters and twenty - five
Perches along the read to Dennis from Goshen. This lot was ecnveyad
E2 Somers Falkinb 2 and was known as the Somers Falkinburge Houze
and Lot. I believe Somers hired a team, cleared the woods and const-
ructed the house in the summer of 1820, Except Tor a trace of tha old
lané (still visible in 1333) nothing remains to remind us that anyone
ever lived there. f




	page1
	page2
	page3
	page4

